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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973 

 
 
DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2015 
PAUAHI COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Chair Alvin Au called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., with a quorum of eight (8) members 
present. Note: This nine (9) member Board requires five (5) members to establish a quorum and to take official 
Board action. 
 
Board Members Present – Alvin Au (departed the meeting at 7:53 p.m.), Anthony Chang, Jasmine Mancos, Dolores 
Mollring, Jonathan Saupe (appointed at this meeting), Chu Lan Shubert-Kwock, Tom Smyth, Robert Tom, and 
Stanford Yuen. 
 
Board Members Absent – None. 
 
Guests – Lieutenant Baron Lee and Sergeant Michael O’Neill (Honolulu Police Department); Noelle Wright (Mayor 
Kirk Caldwell’s Representative); Councilmember Carol Fukunaga; Sonny Le (Representative Karl Rhoads Office); 
Harrison Rue(Department of Planning and Permitting); Mark Tarone (T-Rx Entertainment); Nicole Reid (Arts District 
Merchants Association); Diane Ronquillo (River/Pauahi Citizens Patrol); Gwen Abella (Winston Hale); James 
Donnelly (Make-A-Wish); Greg Payton (Safe Haven); John Chang, Serena Hashimoto, Howard Lum, Ronald Higa, 
David Segarra, and Stanley Yon; Ericson Cristobal (Videographer); Neil Baarde (Neighborhood Commission 
Office). 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS – Board members introduced themselves at this time. 
 
FILLING OF ONE (1) AT-LARGE VACANCY 

 Jonathan Saupe – Saupe noted that he has been a resident living in the heart of Chinatown for six (6) 

years and commented that he works with the Arts District Merchants Association (ADMA). Saupe noted 

that there are some exciting changes and would like to be a part of the process. Saupe noted that he 

always talks to his neighbors, other business owners, and customers about their problems or issues that 

affect them.  

 Stanley Yon – Yon noted that his resume was expressed well in the minutes and noted that subsequent of 

the last meeting, his neighbors and friends were expressing that he should not run for the Neighborhood 

Board. Yon noted that with his extensive background, he can help enrich the community. Yon emphasized 

that his self-interest is in the community and would like to be a part of the great continuing success of the 

Downtown/Chinatown area.  Yon noted that it makes no difference if he wins or not, because he is always 

willing to help. 

Discussion 
1. Tom asked what their biggest concern for the district would be. Saupe responded that homelessness is a 

major issue on the entire island. The number one (1) complaint that he receives from his customers are the 
homeless. Saupe personally wants to see more help on the street for those who are mentally ill. Yon 
responded that homelessness and crime are the biggest issues in the community. Yon noted that the 
community needs to look at how everyone can work together to enhance the community. The issues with 
homelessness and crime should take care of itself if the community works together to enhance everything 
in community. 

2. Shubert-Kwock asked if the nominees would support the economic revitalization of the community through 
alcohol street parties. Saupe responded that he sees the situation as a development that is grass roots 
affiliated. The economic development is with the shop owners, not an alcohol thing. Saupe noted that the 
cheap lots, restaurants, and new businesses are bringing people into the community and will help revive 
the community. Yon responded that it is a dis-service to the City because alcohol development is much 
more complicated and comprehensive. The alcohol issues are strategies that need to be embraced. The 
Board should serve the community more instead of pointing fingers.  

 
Hearing no other nominations, Chair Au called for the vote. 
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Jonathan Saupe received enough votes to fill the vacancy, 5-3-0. (AYE: Au, Chang, Mancos, Smyth and Tom.) 
(NAY: Mollring, Shubert-Kwock, and Yuen.) 
Stanley Yon did not receive enough votes to fill the vacancy, 3-5-0. (AYE: Mollring, Shubert-Kwock, and 
Yuen.) (NAY: Au, Chang, Mancos, Smyth, and Tom.) 
 
Neighborhood Assistant Baarde administered the Oath of Office to Saupe.; Nine (9) members present. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS 
 
Honolulu Fire Departments (HFD) – No representative was present; No report was provided. 
 
Honolulu Police Department (HPD) – Lieutenant Baron Lee introduced Sergeant Michael O’Neill and reported the 
following: 

 September 2015 Crime Statistics – There were 5 motor vehicle thefts, 5 burglaries, 80 thefts, 51 
unauthorized entries into a motor vehicle (UEMV), 24 assaults, 1 sex assault, 3 graffiti and 10 drug 
offenses, for a total of 2,460 calls for service. 

 Halloween Safety Tip – Teach children to call 911 in case of emergencies. If children are walking alone, 
plan safe routes and review the route before the children go trick or treating. Only go to homes that have 
their front light on. Teach children to cross the street in a group, and make sure that the children stay on 
the sidewalk and do not dart onto the street. Make sure that children have a flashlight with them and teach 
children not to eat any candy that may have seemed tampered with or opened. 
 

Questions, comments and concerns followed:  
1. Moped Parking on Fort Street – Mollring raised a concern because an officer was citing all of the mopeds 

along Fort Street that were parked passed a sign, even though a bracket was available for mopeds passed 

the sign. Mollring noted that she will bring the issue up to City Council and if necessary, the State Senate. 

2. Statistics – Shubert-Kwock noted that she was pleased because the drug arrests went up and asked why 

there was an increase in UEMVs. Lieutenant Lee responded that there really is no specific reason why but 

at the intruders’ convenience. There are many intruders that have been smashing windows and grabbing 

items. It has become more random because the opportunity presents itself. 

3. Homeless Camps – Saupe raised a concern about the homeless camps on Smith Street and Pauahi 

Street. Saupe thinks that there is some confusion because the park extends their jurisdiction to the 

sidewalk but camped on the grassy area in between the fence and sidewalk. The confusion is creating a 

huge nuisance in the area. Lieutenant Lee responded that HPD will research the law and patrol the area 

and will follow up. A resident raised a concern about the amount of homeless people in front of his 

restaurant because his restaurant is on Smith Street and Maunakea Street, fronting the HPD substation. 

The resident asked why he should call HPD when it is visible outside of the substation. The resident noted 

that he is invested in the community and noted that the stigma of alcohol being bad is wrong because the 

people and the businesses bring people to the community.  

4. Migration – Tom raised a concern about the sweeps and asked if there was an increase in homelessness 

migration due to the sweeps in Kakaako. Lieutenant Lee responded that there has been an increase in 

migration but HPD and the City are trying to prevent the migration with continuous sweeps. HPD will be 

more vigilante with their efforts.  

5. Park Rules – Yuen asked if HPD can explain the park rules because people have been noticing some 

homeless people camp there. Lieutenant Lee responded that the public should call HPD so they can 

address the issue. Yuen noted that it is becoming a health issue. Lieutenant Lee will follow up. 

6. River Street – Howard Lum raised a concern about River Street because it seems as if the City and HPD 

have forgotten about River Street, between Kukui Street and Vineyard Boulevard. The homeless camp and 

leave items and rubbish everywhere. Lieutenant Lee responded that they should continue to call HPD and 

Lieutenant Lee will inform all watches about the area. 

7. Citations – Serena Hashimoto noted that she is happy about the drug arrests but noted that she sees more 

people openly dealing drugs in front of Little Village Restaurant. The community cannot sustain itself with 

the drug activity going on. Jaywalking tickets is the real issue because HPD needs to reexamine the 

situation because it deters people from coming to the community. Hashimoto asked why HPD has been 

citing jaywalkers instead of the drug dealers. Lieutenant Lee responded that jaywalking is more visible 

because even if HPD sees someone doing or selling drugs, they can hide or toss it before someone can 

cite them. If a citizen sees an HPD officer not doing their job correctly, they can call the station and ask for 

the watch commander or their supervisor to enforce the law correctly. 
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8. Crosswalk Lights – Shubert-Kwock noted that CBCA has been working with the Department of 

Transportation Services (DTS) on North King and King Street. Shubert-Kwock raised a concern about the 

number of seconds the light gives pedestrians to walk across the street and noted that the lights are not in 

sync and are improperly timed. Lieutenant Lee responded that it is a behavioral thing because people need 

to change their mindset. If the light is flashing pedestrians can still cross if they know they can make it 

before it stops flashing.  

9. Tour Busses – Nicole Reid raised a concern about tour busses dropping tourists off on Maunakea Street 

and noted that the traffic is what allows people to jaywalk and asked if pictures can help HPD cite the 

drivers. Lieutenant Lee responded that pictures do not work but suggested filing a complaint to the 

company, but if anyone sees any violations, they should call HPD. 

 
Neighborhood Citizen’s Patrol – Mollring reported that her group has not been able to walk because of the rain. On 
Saturday, October 3, 2015 at 8:00 a.m. at Kekaulike Mall, the Neighborhood Citizen’s Patrol will be sign waiving to 
inform people of speeding and jaywalking. It is a $130 ticket for Jaywalking, will be warning people at event. The 
other Neighborhood Citizen’s Patrol had a complaint about the homeless fighting on River Street at night. Sweeps 
need to be made along River Street and Pauahi Street. 
 
Chair Au departed the meeting at 7:53 p.m. and relinquished the gavel to Vice Chair Shubert-Kwock; Eight 
(8) members present. 
 
COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
 
Hawaii Pacific University (HPU) – No representative present; no report provided.  
 
Safe Haven – Greg Payton reported the following: 

 Background – Safe Haven is a 25 bed facility that has an activity center that helps assess and house the 

homeless. 

 September 2015 Statistics – There was no people who moved in or out. Safe Haven surveyed over 100 

people, which about 50 people moved into permanent housing. The Institute of Human Services (IHS) and 

Mental Health Kokua have been working with Safe Haven with their outreaches. 

 Hygiene Center – The hygiene center serves about 60 – 65 people a day.  There has been no graffitti and 

no damages done to the hygiene center since March 2015. 

Questions, comments, and concerns that followed: 
1. Totals – Vice Chair Shubert-Kwock noted that she is glad and happy with Safe Haven. Saupe asked what 

the totals are for currently for Safe Haven. Payton responded that they will be moving to a 77 room 

occupancy building where 25 rooms will be used for the homeless, seven (7) for offices and about a half a 

dozen for housing first. 

2. Hygiene Center – Smyth asked if Pauahi Hale restroom is available to the public. Payton responded that 

the hygiene center will be undergoing work but Payton will notify the Board when the hygiene center is 

finished.   

Honolulu Rail Transit Project – Pat Lee was not present; A report was provided. 
 
Chinatown Business & Community Association (CBCA) – Chu Lan Shubert-Kwock reported the following: 

 Crime – Drugs, prostitution, and alcohol, noise and the Councilmember Fukunaga Bill asking for liquor 

sales on Fort Street Mall. CBCA feels Bill 49 is not good for Chinatown due to the fact of the negative 

impact alcohol has on street parties. The malls are managed by the City Parks Department and none of the 

parks allow alcohol. 

 Bills 44 and 46 – CBCA is pleased that the Bills passed to cover for the Sit/Lie Bill and to help relieve 

businesses, grassy areas, and places of worship to deal with the difficult homeless encampments. CBCA 

appreciates the City’s efforts to clean up sidewalks in the Kakaako and Aala Park areas, this has given the 

majority a place to walk safely and CBCA supports the City’s housing efforts to place the homeless into 

homes and services. Waikiki has improved and Chinatown has improved and people working, living, and 

doing business are happier that the homeless issues are being addressed at the highest level. CBCA 

would like to applaud the media for focusing the issues on their front pages. 

 Mid Pauahi Crosswalk – CBCA welcomes the completion of the mid Pauahi crosswalk known by DTS as 

the Speed Table -- it is greatly appreciated by the Chinatown community. This has been in planning for 

seven (7) years. CBCA is planning a blessing of the crosswalk and the Hale Pauahi public toilets on 



DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 13                                                   THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2015 
DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                                                                               PAGE 4 OF 7                                          

Saturday, October 10, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. noon. CBCA is asking DTS to put up directional signs to the 

bathrooms. CBCA will be passing out glow in the dark bracelets for safety. It was noted that CBCA has 

passed out more than 2,500 bracelets and flyers. 

 CBCA Banquet – Coming Saturday, October 17, 2015 CBCA will be honoring five (5) Chinatown heroes at 

the 6th annual CBCA Banquet to be held at Golden Palace at 6:00 p.m. Tickets for the eight (8) course 

dinner are $35 each. Proceeds will go to Chinatown Projects.  

 Next CBCA Meeting – The next CBCA monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. 

at Empress Restaurant. 

 Alcohol Report – The Honolulu Liquor Commission listed the following Chinatown Bars with violations and 

fines: 

o Manifest – noise and violations LCV 15-0043 and 15-0009 

o Murphy’s Bar and Grill – selling to minors 

o Fresh Cafe – LCV 15-0084 

o ADMA – selling to minors LCV 15-0335 

o New Liquor License Request: application # 15-2634 Vietnamese Social Club LLC at 135 North 

King Street for general dispenser, entertainment, and music/dancing.    

 
Chinatown Improvement District (CID) – Allan Stack reported that CID is a 501(c)3 and that they have recently 
wrapped up their Real Property Tax series that discussed graffiti, water abatement, and tax credits to rehabilitate 
buildings in need. Stack noted that the next Smith Street Park clean up is scheduled for early 2016. Vice Chair 
Shubert-Kwock commented that she attended the real property tax meetings and noted that it is a good idea to 
keep the historic cultural aspects in the community. 
 
Arts District Merchants Association (ADMA) – Nicole Reid highlighted the following: 

 Clean Up – ADMA in collaboration with Hawaii Theater, the Sun Yat Sen Park clean up is being planned for 

November 2015. 

 Moon Festival – Reid congratulated CBCA on the Moon Festival. Reid noted that she attended and was 

pleased with the festival. 

 Jaywalking – Reid questioned HPD’s jaywalking citations and noted that jaywalking is warranted due to the 

layout of the streets and traffic congestion. 

 
Public Concerns 

 Michael’s Pipe Service – Alfred Chang was speaking on behalf of Michael’s Pipe Service and noted that 

they are in collaboration with the City and County of Honolulu’s Waste Water Division. They will be working 

on, inspecting, and repairing the sewer systems in Chinatown. The first half of the project should begin by 

the end of October 2015 and should be completed by early November 2015. The second half of the project 

will begin after Christmas 2015, early January 2016. Most work will occur at night from 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 

a.m. majority of the work will consist of lining the sewer system after inspections manhole to manhole.  

 
Questions, comments, and concerns that followed: 

1. Noise – Vice Chair Shubert-Kwock noted that the area has had their problems with the sewer smell outside 

of Culture Plaza and asked about the construction noise. Chung responded that the noise level will be low 

and noted that most people will be able to sleep through the noise. Chung commented that they will 

discuss noise levels and have HPD on site. 

2. Material – Yuen asked what kind of material they will use to repair the sewer systems. Chung responded 

that they will be repairing the systems with polyester felt with resin that will harden when heated. 

 

 Make A Wish Christmas Run – James Donnelly announced that the Make A Wish Christmas Run will be on 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 and will start at Iolani Palace to Ward Avenue and South Beretania and back. 

Donnelly noted that he will come back with more information in November 2015.  

 
ELECTED OFFICIALS 
 
Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Noelle Wright reported the following: 

 HPD Narco Vise – Wright noted that she will follow up on the request to have personnel from HPD’s 

Narcotics/Vice Division. 

 $100k for Cameras – The $100,000 funding for four (4) new cameras was never received and the cameras 
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were never installed. The locations chosen for the cameras could not accommodate the optic wiring, 

camera mountings, and other technical requirements to make the cameras operational. Therefore, the 

additional camera project was declined. 

 July 2015 Chinatown Meeting – The Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Administrator, Harrison Rue, will 

be providing an update on the TOD Summit that was held in July 2015. 

 
Questions, comments and concerns followed: 

1. Customer Parking – Saupe noted that there are several of businesses on Nuuanu Avenue and Pauahi 

Street. Saupe commented that DTS gives excessive permits but both sides of the street are taken up by 

film crews leaving no customer parking. Wright will follow up. 

2. Homeless – Lum noted that there are many homeless people between Kukui Avenue and Vineyard 

Boulevard. Also the rubbish is not being picked up and Lum asked for the City to clean and sweep the 

area. Wright will follow up.  

 
Councilmember Carol Fukunaga – Councilmember Fukunaga distributed her report and highlighted the following: 

 Aloha Tower Marketplace – The Aloha Tower Marketplace is a very impressive and adds a modern high-

tech, and dynamic learning environment for students from Pacific-Asian or European Countries, the U.S., 

Canada, and many other countries. 

 Irwin Memorial Park – In September 2015, The State Department of Transportation (DOT) Director Ford 

Fuchigami and HPU pledge that their organizations support to restore park use at Irwin Memorial Park in 

Downtown Honolulu. 

 Bill 49 – Councilmember Fukunaga announced that Bill 49 will not be pursued. 

 
Charter Commission – No representative was present; no report was provided. 
 
Governor David Ige’s Representative – No representative was present; no report provided. 
 
Senator Suzanne Chun Oakland – No representative was present. A report was available. 
 
Representative Scott Saiki – No representative present; A report provided. 
 
Representative Karl Rhoads – Sonny Le reported that Representative Rhoads received a request to have the tree 
well filled in next to the bus stop fronting 60 North Beretania Street. The request was forwarded to the City. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Update on the Chinatown Action Summit Meeting of June 27, 2015 – Harrison Rue reported that the Chinatown 
Action Summit was a half-day public workshop held on Saturday, June 27, 2015. This event was part of an ongoing 
community planning effort to improve Chinatown by local businesses, residents, property owners, nonprofit 
organizations, elected officials, and public agencies. Since there have been several community plans developed for 
Chinatown over the last decade, the goal of the Summit was to identify and prioritize near-term implementation 
actions, while refining longer term strategies. A major focus of the event was opportunities associated with the 
introduction of rail transit and transit-oriented development (TOD), such as the walking environment, improved 
wayfinding and business access, the new economy and “makers and doers” initiatives, and other emerging issues. 
The top priorities identified by participants at the event were: 

1. Design local streets to prioritize safe and comfortable pedestrian travel. 
2. Implement new waste management and public restroom strategies to improve cleanliness. 
3. Address lighting, homelessness, and crime to improve the sense of safety in the district. 
4. Use wayfinding to support economic activity. 
5. Program new events and install near-term public space enhancements to improve the identity and vibrancy 

of the Nuuanu Stream Corridor. 
Rue hopes that the draft will be ready by Sunday, November 15, 2015. Rue noted that he will inform the Board 
when the draft is complete. 
 
Questions, comments, and concerns that followed: 

1. Rubbish – Smyth raised a concern about the homeless people leaving their rubbish outside and noted that 
it is left everywhere. Rue responded that there is no place for anyone to put their rubbish because there are 
no alley ways and the homeless especially do not have a place for their rubbish. The City has considered 
Aloha Tower area but an event tour with Aloha Tower Marketplace is a possibility. Smyth noted that people 
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could receive the idea better if there are tours. Smyth also suggested signage to Chinatown for tourists 
coming off of cruise ships. Rue will follow up. 

2. Parking Garage – Stacks noted that he attended the Chinatown Action Summit and raised the concern 
about a parking garage near Aala Park and noted that it could enhance visitors to the community. Rue 
responded that the City wanted to propose a garage but decided to look into doing a study rather than a 
consultant. 

3. Historical Chinatown – Lum raised a concern about the historical Chinatown area and noted that he has 
noticed on the map presented that the area is not recognized and asked if the City can extend the map up 
to the freeway to include Historical Chinatown. Rue responded that it was left out of the summary but is a 
part of the plan. 

 
Homeless Issue Update – No representative was present; no report was provided. 
 
 8th Annual Hallowbaloo Music and Arts Festival – Mark Tarone distributed a handout and noted that the 8th annual 
Hallowbaloo Music and Arts Festival  will be on Saturday, October 31, 2015 from 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. There is a 
$5 entry fee for the entertainment areas but is free for keiki. The Hallowbaloo ‘marathon’ will be from 5:45 p.m. to 
6:15 p.m. The street closures will be from 12:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. The streets that will be closed are Richards 
Street, from Beretania Avenue to the parking lot exit Makai of the YMCA building, and Hotel Street, from Richard 
Street to Smith Street. All lanes on Smith Street, Nuuanu Avenue, Bethel Street, Bishop Street, and Alakea Street 
are to remain open at all times. 
 
Questions, comments, and concerns that followed:  

1. Stages – Vice Chair Shubert-Kwock noted that the setup is different from previous years and asked how 
many stages there will be. Tarone responded that there will be three (3) stages for music, four (4) or five (5) 
beergarden sections. Tarone commented that families with keiki can use the trolley to go to different areas 
of the festival. 

2. Alcohol Sales – Yuen asked if alcohol will still be sold at bars. Tarone responded that fewer bars will be 
open than before and noted that the black lines on the map show where the event will be fenced off. 

3. Bathrooms – Vice Chair Shubert-Kwock suggested bringing trailer style bathrooms on Hotel Street and 
Richards Street. Tarone noted the suggestion. 

 
Yuen moved and Mollring seconded that the Downtown Neighborhood Board No. 13 support the 8th annual 
Hallowbaloo Music and Arts Festival. The motion was UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED, 8-0-0. (AYE: Chang, 
Mancos, Mollring, Shubert-Kwock, Saupe, Smyth, Tom, and Yuen.) 
 
APPROVAL OF JULY 2, 2015 MEETING MINUTES – Hearing no objections, the July 2, 2015 meeting minutes 
were UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED as amended, 8-0-0. (AYE: Chang, Mancos, Mollring, Shubert-Kwock, Saupe, 
Smyth, Tom, and Yuen.)  
Amendments – Election of Vice Chair – should read: APPROVED. (AYE: Au, Chang, Mollring, Shubert-Kwock, and 
Tom.) (NAY: Mancos.)  
 
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 6, 2015 MEETING MINUTES – Hearing no objections, the August 6, 2015 meeting 
minutes were UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED as amended, 8-0-0. (AYE: Chang, Mancos, Mollring, Shubert-Kwock, 
Saupe, Smyth, Tom, and Yuen.) 
Amendments – Councilmember Carol Fukunaga – Bills 44 and 46 – Should read: The bills received mixed support 
from Mayor Caldwell and noted that Council overruled Mayor Caldwell’s veto. 
 
BOARD BUSINESS AND REPORTS 
 
Chair’s Report – No report. 

 
Other Liquor License Applications or Street Closure Events – Reid noted that on Thursday, October 22, 2015 there 
is a notice of public hearing for a new shop across the old Bank of Hawaii. 
 
Future Agenda Item Requests – No report. 
 
Neighborhood Commission Updates – No report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Mollring reported a $261.87 remaining balance. The report was filed. 
 
City and County Affairs – No report. 
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Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO) – No report. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Next Meeting – The next Downtown Neighborhood Board No. 13 meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 5, 
2015, Pauahi Community Center at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Neighborhood Citizen’s Patrol (NCP) – The NCP meets each Tuesday on the Diamondhead side of Kukui Plaza at 
8:00 p.m. Please consider joining the patrol and supporting its efforts as they express their service and pride in our 
Downtown/Chinatown community. 
 
Broadcasts – Videotape of Board meetings are scheduled to be shown on the third Thursday, and on the second 
and fourth Saturday on `Olelo Channel 49. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: Neil Baarde, Neighborhood Assistant                      
Reviewed by: Nola J. Frank, Neighborhood Assistant 
Final Review: Chair Alvin Au, Secretary Robert Tom                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


